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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT TASK:  CHILDREN’S BOOK ON ECOLOGY
Standards: Students will……

SEV1. E. Distinguish between abiotic and biotic factors in an ecosystem and describe how matter and energy move between these
SEV3.D Explain how biotic and abiotic factors influence populations in their own scientific activities.

Learning Objectives:  The students will…

-Create a product based on what they have learned about Ecology in Environmental Science.  (Level 3/Level 4 on Rigormeter)
-Assess their final product
Essential Questions:  How do I fit into Ecology?  How does Ecology concepts relate to life?
Task Description: 

You are a group of writers.  Your boss has just come to you and told you that there is a great demand for more children’s books that can be used to help children understand different scientific concepts.  He tells you that the first book that he wants to publish is a book on Ecology.  He charges the group to pair with one other writer/illustrator to create the best book. He says the group that comes up with the best book will receive a $30,000 bonus upon completion of the book on top of their profits from the sales once the book is put into public circulation.
Product/Performance: 
We have been covering Ecology in class.  Your task is to create a children’s book on Ecology along with one other student in class.  You must follow the rubric to get the highest score possible.  This is a children’s book, so you have to make sure that you create a book that a child can understand.  You can choose what age group (2-3, 4-7, or 8-10) you would like to cater to.  You must include all of the following vocabulary terms in your book in any way of your choice:  abiotic factors, biotic factors, ecosystem, organisms, populations, communities, biomes, ecosystems, biosphere, niche, and habitat.
Assessment criteria: By what criteria will the student performance be evaluated?

Children’s Book on Ecology Rubric
Self-Assessment
Peer-Assessment
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